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SPINNEY 10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

On Saturday 2nd May 2009 at 8.30 am
the tour of the spinney with twelve
parishioners led by Anthea Hiscock took
place.

Anthea gave a potted history of the
spinney which records show goes back
to the early 19th Century.

The weather was absolutely perfect and
the spinney was looking its best; many
spring wild flowers were in bloom
including the large bright yellow Marsh
Marigolds. The trees and shrubs were

beginning to look lush and green and
healthy.

Meanwhile, in the village hall, a cooked
breakfast was being prepared for the
hungry spinney walkers..

They arrived back at 9.30 am and then
had an opportunity to look at the
history of the spinney since it had been
acquired for the Parish of Whilton ten

years ago. The display consisted of
photographs taken at various stages of
the project.

16 Parishioners sat down to a
substantial cooked breakfast with all
the trimmings .
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In this issue
Parish News
Church News
Whilton Gardeners’ Assoc.
Whilton Photographic Club
Whilton Local History Society.
Neighbourhood Watch
Future Events

FOR YOUR DIARY
In the Village Hall

Weds 3rd June~ Gardeners’ Association 7.30 pm
Thurs,18th June —Social Lunch -12.30 for 1pm
Tues 9th June & Tues 14th July- Photographic Club 8.00 pm
Thurs 16th July — Historic Society —7.30 pm
Tues. 28th July— Tuesday Chat -2.30pm
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WHILTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
MONUMENTS AND MEMORIES IN WHILTON CHURCH

The society met in St Andrew’s Church on Thursday 21* May, which was
Ascension Day. In medieval Whilton this was the culmination of Cross Week,
when there would be processions around the parish and fields, and litanies
would be sung, praying for good crops and that the parish should be free of
the pestilence. As the procession went along people would carry banners,
probably embroidered with symbols or pictures of saints. These were known
as cross cloths, and were sometimes left to the church in parishioners’ wills.
They may have been hung near the crosses inside the church for the rest of
the year. We have a record that Thomas Tobye left 6 shillings in 1547 to buy
a cross cloth for the best cross in Whilton. Cross Week therefore meant a
holiday in Whilton, and with that went other celebrations, including the “parish
drinking”. The same Thomas Toby left six hives of bees and their increase to
be used “to make a parish drynkyng in the crose weke after ye procession.”

We began by walking round the churchyard noting a few of the graves. It was
not until the mid 1600s that gravestones were generally introduced. Among
our earliest are those in memory of Ann Dixon, who died aged 26 in 1668,
and of her brother, William, who died in 1671.

The first Emery gravestone dates from 1681 and they have a number of other
memorials and chest or table tombs over a vault where several members of
the family were buried. There is also an Elliott chest tomb. Richard Elliott
was a boatman, who brought his baby son for baptism in 1811. He settled at
the Locks, where he was variously described as a shopkeeper or grocer,
innkeeper at The Spotted Cow, a farmer and a coal merchant. In fact he
probably combined these activities for most of his life, serving the boat
people. He died aged 68 in 1852.

By far the majority of memorials are
to adults who reached a good old age
in Whilton, many in their 80s,
suggesting this was a healthy place to
live. There are, however, a few to
young children and babies, including
this stone in memory of Frederick
Main Walker, the little son of
Whilton’s second schoolmaster. He
died in 1841 aged two and a half.
George Watson was another child,
aged 7 years 8 months. He died in
1825, after being accidentally
drowned at Brownsover.

Inside the Church we noted particularly the memorials to the Freeman and
Rose families. Richard Freeman was lord of Whilton Manor and died in 1749.



The memonials in the Church tower include Richard, his wife Elizabeth and
their daughter Jane. Richard and Elizabeth were parents of the eccentric
Langton Freeman, whose body was sealed up in the summerhouse of the
Manor House in 1784. There is no memorial to him.

At the west end of the Church are several monuments to members of the
Rose family. Whilton benefited tremendously from the generosity, taste and
genuine social concern shown by this family, especially by Rev William Lucas
Rose and his wife, Ann. The memorials reflect this. This Rector died in the
bitter January of 1814 when snowdrifts over 24 feet were recorded in
Dunchurch.

His memorial is effusive, but records suggest that it genuinely reflects the
feelings of his family and parishioners:

“Patron and Rector of this Church and for many years an active and upright
Magistrate for the County.

Constant in the practice of every Virtue that can adorn the Character of
Master, Husband and Father, he directed his chiefest care to the more
important concerns of the Pastoral Office, conducting them for thirty-seven
years with a fidelity, diligence, and zeal, which afforded to all who knew him
abundant testimony that the service of his God, and the Spiritual improvement
of his Flock, constituted the first Business and Pleasure of his Life.”

Set into the floor tiles in the chancel are two slabs in memory of John
Spateman and his wife. Rev John Spateman was Rector and died in 1749
the same year as the lord of the manor, Richard Freeman. John was
Whilton’s poet Rector, writing long works in blank verse, entitled “Jesus™ and
“War”. He attempted to get another 10,000 word poem printed, entitled
“Tobias”. This was going to be in twelve volumes, but there is no record that
he managed to get enough subscribers.

We also noted that there are other unmarked burials beneath the Church
itself. These include several Tudor villagers, among them Francis Hodge, a
farmer, who requested to be buried in the church porch of Whilton in 1597.
Our current porch and entrance date from a later period, and so his remains
may lie under or near the old tower door. It does mean that he expected
parishioners would walk over his bones for centuries to come. Francis also
showed concern for the community, leaving six shillings and eight pence to
the church and four pence to every poor householder in this town of Whilton.

The next meeting of Whilton Local History Society will be in the Village
Hall on Thursday 16" July. At 7.30 pm.

There has been a change to our programme, and the subject will be
“The tale of Tommy Adams”, who was born in Whilton and died in 1764.

Please bring £1.50 to cover charges.




All are welcome to the

Whilton Summer
Social Lunch

Whilton Village Hall

12.30 for 1 p.m.
Thursday, 18" June 2009

£4 per person

To book please contact
Anthea: 843319
or
Shirley: 842968

Please book your place
by Sunday 14" June

All are invited to
TUESDAY CHAT

=
&5

in the Village Hall
from 2.30 - 4 p.m.

on Tuesday 28th July 2009

All are welcome for a cup of
tea and a chat.

Please bring £1.50 to cover
expenses.

© SMILE PLEASE ©

No flies on him

A woman went into her kitchen to find her
husband stalking around with a fly-swatter.

“What are you doing” she asked
“Killing flies” he said

“Have you caught any? she asked
“Yes, three males and two females” he replied.

Intrigued, she asked, “How can you tell the
difference?”

“Easy” he said, “Three were on the beer can
and two were on the phone”

VACANCY

WHILTON VILLAGE HALL
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

We have now been without a secretary
for about three years.

The position is not particularly onerous;
we meet maximum four times a year and
have a separate Booking Secretary .

If you are interested and would like to
have full details of the vacancy, please
contact Mike Lewis, Chairman on
01327 842404




WHILTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting is held each year as an opportunity for anyone in the parish to
raise concerns or interests about the parish. It is not a Parish Council meeting, and anyone
may speak. It had been agreed that for the 2009 meeting we would attempt to gather
reports from as many organisations and activities in the parish as posstble. As a result the
record of this meeting is also a record of communal life in Whilton over the past year.

The meeting was held in the Village Hall on Monday 27" April 2009. Twelve
parishioners attended, with Mike Lewis, Chairman of the Parish Council, in the chair, and
Anthea Hiscock, Clerk to the Parish Council, as secretary. County Councillor Steve
Osborne and District Councillor Wendy Amos attended part of the meeting.

Apologies were received from Ken Bowers, Ann Gilbert and Police Community Support
Officer, Lorraine Humfress.

The previous minutes were approved and then ANNUAL REPORTS were received as
follows:

a) LOCAL GOVERNMENT:

Report of County Councillor Steve Osborne

Steve Osborne reported that he is on the Young People’s Scrutiny Committee, that the
County Council in going through a restructuring and that the highways service under
MGWSP is better than before.

Report of District Councillor Wendy Amos

Wendy Amos reported that the Daventry District housing stock had now been transferred,
that the Council Tax has risen but only by a small amount, and that the appeals
concerning the proposed Daventry development are continuing The proposed Flore
bypass is under discussion . The DDC is expecting the return of the money invested in
Icelandic banks, but the real concern is the effect on services of the loss of interest.

There is continuing concern about the provision of infrastructure for Daventry
developments and parishioners expressed anxiety about the increased amount of sewage
likely to be generated before Whilton Sewage Works is enlarged to cope with it.

Report of Chairman of Parish Council

Mike Lewis reported that two new councillors, Michael Thomas and Susan Wingrave had
joined the council, and Greg Lye had resigned. Grants obtained through our County
Councillor enabled the repair of the church clock and provision of the new seat on the
Green. The Parish Design Statement was approved in May, and Manor Lane has been
adopted.

Planning applications have caused some probiems and we are introducing an improved
tracking system. We have had good responses from the new highways contractor in the



Photographic Club

Neil Phillips reported that the club is now in its fourth year, with a membership including
all abilities from experts to beginners, mostly from Whilton, but attracting some from
other villages. All are welcome to the Tuesday meetings and the outings. Over 20
people attended the meetings on wedding and landscape photography. The club is
making plans to produce a calendar and perhaps Christmas cards, and may be able to
mount an exhibition too.

Social Lunches

Shirley Brown reported that the occasional Social Lunches began in 2006, organised by
three people after the W1 went into suspension. These lunches are now run by a larger
team and happen three times a year, the last having been on Shrove Tuesday in Fair
Trade Fortnight, incorporating pancakes.

This year “Tuesday Chat” meetings are being trialied. These take place monthly on
Tuesday afternoons in the Village Hall.

St Andrew’s Church

Janet Bowers reported that regular services continue despite the interregnum, with the
help particularly of Revs. David MacPherson and April Richards. At present no new
incumbent has been appointed. New helpers are always welcome to assist with the
flowers, cleaning, reading or as sides-persons. Janet thanked all who help and Roy
Haynes who keeps the churchyard so neat.

OPEN FORUM FOR PARISHIONERS i

The Clerk reported that no entry has been
made yet for the East Midlands in Bloom
competition this year, Some discussion
followed this and the Gardeners’
Association will follow this up and make a
decision. i

Mike Lewis thanked everyone who had contributed reports, particularly noting that, in
several cases, Whilton activities are aftracting people from other villages. The high
quality of Whiiton website was mentioned. The provision of the Newsletter in a hard
copy is also still important as a large proportion of parishioners do not have access to
computers. It was agreed that the quiet work carried out by various volunteers, who
enhance the quality of life and the environment in Whilton, is much appreciated.



Roughmoor Spinney Management Group

Derek Brown reported that there had been one well-supported working party this year.
Apart from this, individual volunteers make periodic visits to tidy up and keep the paths
clear. There has been good growth of most of the new trees planted.

Gardner Landscapes have replaced part of the board walk and netted the whole, besides
making and donating two seats in the Spinney. A safety audit is carried out quarterly.
There are some boggy areas on the paths, which need attention this year. On 24 May this
year an early morning May walk through the Spinney, followed by breakfast, has been
arranged as a celebration of the tenth birthday of the Spinney.

d) PARISH CONCERNS:

Trustees of Whilton Relief in Need Charities
This report is given in full elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Brington And Whilton Pre-School Report

Jenny Holman reported that the pre-school has continued to keep 15 children through the
year, of whom 5 are from Whilton and the others from villages around. The staff offer a
friendly atmosphere for learning and socialising. Following Government initiatives, the
practitioners have undertaken much training to give the children the best start. There are
plans to move eventually to Brington School grounds where outdoor play can be
provided, but at present difficulties have arisen over obtaining planning permission.

¢) PARISH CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS

Bellringers

Janet Bowers read the report by Justin Baker. The Whilton Ringers also attract members
from villages around and aim to provide ringing for as many services in Whilton and the
benefice as possible. New ringers are being trained and are making excellent progress.
Whilton entered two bands in the Diocesan Guild Striking Competition, and the “A”
Team came third. It is hoped to have an open evening in May.

Gardeners Association

A report by Ann Gilbert was read out. There are currently 30 members and the
association meets bi-monthly on a Wednesday. Activities include both speakers and
visits, and also at least one fund raising event each year, aiming not only to raise money,
but also to bring the community together.

Local History Society :

Anthea Hiscock reported that the society continues to meet bi-monthly on Thursday
evenings, looking at aspects of Whilton history. The highlight was the medieval meal in
January, based on foods grown in Whilton in 1388.



“honeymoon period”. The proposed expansion of Daveniry is now at appeal with the
main impact on Whilton likely to be the increased traffic and the doubling of capacity at
the sewage works.

The resuits of a recent traffic survey have just been received, suggesting a considerable
increase in traffic through the village. There was some discussion about the reasons for
this, and the matter wiil be considered by the Parish Council.

Report of Footpath Warden

Maurice Clements reported that he had been contacted by Nick Wedgbrow of NCC about
the possibility of creating a new path between the village and the Locks. It was agreed to
ask the Parish Council to invite Mr Wedgbrow to a meeting, perhaps in July, to
investigate this further. There is a new gate on the bridle path at the Locks and
monitoring of problems on the footpaths continues.

The problem of a stile on the Brockhall border was mentioned and he agreed to follow
this up. Gordon Emery said he was finding the NCC were less efficient at providing
materials for mending styles than in the past.

Report of Highways Representative.

Jonathan Hanslip said the road at Whilton Locks had now been repaired and that it was
important to keep up pressure about the drains. Some patching has been done on the road
to Brington, but it is in a poor state.

b) POLICE

Neighbourhood Watch

The Clerk reported that Peter Bennett has resigned as Neighbourhood Watch co-
ordinator. Derek Brown offered to carry on his duties temporarity, but another
representative is needed.

PCSO Surgeries

The Clerk said that PCSO Lorraine Humfress will be reporting to the Annual Meeting of
the Parish Council on 11™ May. The meeting was also reminded that there is a PCSO
surgery monthly in the Village Hall, which may be attended by anyone.

¢c) PARISH ACTIVITIES:

Village Hall Management Group

Mike Lewis reported that the financial position is sound, thanks to a bequest from the late
Frances Drake. Quotes are being gathered for the refurbishment of the kitchen and store
room fioor and walls. Phil Waights has resigned after sterling service since 1988 and so
a replacement will be sought to represent the village on the Management Group.



PARISH MATTERS
MAY 2009

Since its regular March meeting the Parish Council has met three times. Two of
these were extra meetings mainly for planning matters and the third was the
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 11™ May.

In March the extra meeting made no comments on the application for a
replacement telecommunications mast at Norton Fields Farm, Watling Street in
Norton, and was also an opportunity to hear about likely planning proposals for a
farmhouse and buildings at Home Farm Grounds. The agent for John Townley
attended the meeting to introduce this and answer questions from Parish
Councillors. The 9™ April meeting was to consider the application for a single
storey extension and alterations to the shed roof at Field View, Wadd Close
Lane. Councillors supported this application, considering that it is in keeping with
the existing building, the alteration of the shed will enhance the appearance and
the proposals have “proper regard to the scale, form, design and setting of a
listed building”. (Whilton Parish Design Statement 5.2.3.)

Between this meeting and the May meeting, the Parish Walk was carried out in
April. Problems were noted to be reported to the Parish Council and the
Highways contractors, and other matters noted for the Parish Council to follow
up. The Parish Council also organized a litter pick, in which most Councillors
were involved. As usual there was very little to find in the village, but severat
sacks full along the main road. It is hoped another litter pick can be organized to
continue the work. Please watch the notice board for further information.

In Aprii Greg Lye resigned as a Councillor. There is thus a vacancy, which is
advertised on the boards. The following are your Parish Councillors at present,
with the chairman elected at the May meeting:

Mike Lewis, chairman

Ken Bowers

Jonathan Hanslip

Nora Swinford

Michael Thomas

Susan Wingrave
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At this Annual Meeting, Mike Lewis informed the meeting that the Clerk has
tendered her resignation and will now be working her three months notice. He
thanked the Clerk for her work. It was agreed to advertise the position in the
parish first.



The schedule of assets and our insurance were reviewed. The dangerous
allotments steps have been removed and the wall made good. It was resolved to
approve the annual accounts for 2008/9. The balance brought forward on 1
April 2009 was £6594.49, and the precept for the coming year has remained at
£5750. The Annual Audit Return was considered and Sections 1 and 2 were
completed.

The first half of the precept has been received. All the allotments have been
taken and all rents have been received. A variety of payments was authorized.
These covered printing the Newsletter, installing the seats and new bin, moving
the old one, making good the site of the old seat, removing the allotments steps,
making good the wall there, lighting maintenance, electricity, the insurance
premium, the subscription to Northants CALC, the fees for internal audit,
Whilton’s contribution to Daventry Villages Together, and the grant to Whilton
Spinney Management Project, amounting to £2367.

PARISH RESPONSIBILITIES
The following people were confirmed or appointed to parish responsibilities:

Highways Representative: Jonathan Hanslip
Footpath Warden: Maurice Clements
Salt Warden: Sue Wingrave.
Representative on Spinney Management Group: Jonathan Hanslip
Representative on Village Hall Management Group: Mike Lewis
Village of Year Competition Co-ordinator: Anthea Hiscock
Representative to Daventry Villages Together: Michael Thomas
Representatives to WNDC: Mike Lewis,

Michael Thomas
It was agreed to thank Janet Bowers who has been Salt Warden for some
years and has now given this up.

After some discussion about the Parish Design Statement it was agreed that
Jonathan Hanslip should approach the original members of the team to see if
they are interested in joining a working party to review the Statement.

NEW VILLAGE SIGN

Councillors confirmed that the choice of design
for the new sign will be a cart wheel, with the old
name Wheal-tun, and Whilton, probably in
wrought iron. This was the suggestion of the
Clements family. The Clerk was asked to follow
this up when she is able to







