WHILTON NEWSLETTER

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2008

A NEW VILLAGE SIGN FOR WHILTON

Since the old sign on the Green has been removed, there have been a few suggestions as to what should be
depicted on the new one, which inchude the following:

WHILTON CROPS AND LIVESTOCK, including;
CHERRIES, used to represent the frusts of Whilton manor in the 1200s,
WOAD grown here in Wadd Close and elsewhere
BARLEY, which was once sought after from Whilton for brewing
SHEEF kept here from at least the 1500
CATTLE fattened here for market from at least the 17003

SYMBOLS OF THE ROSE FAMILY, BENEFACTORS OF WHILTON:
Music: the two chomrs of 15th century Whilton and its sweet toned organ
» & border of musical notes and roses to depict the family’s influence
The 12 charity girls dressed in their clothes as left in Ann Rose’s Charity
A depiction of the Rose coat of arms as on the memaorial in the church

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH
The oldest remaining building in the village
Show it on the background of a wheel {Whilton = settlement on a wheel shaped hill)

SYMBOLS TO REFRESENT WHILTON'S POSITION AND THE ROUTES PASSING BY:
Watling Street (AS) and the Roman road towards Mobottle (Roman soldiers)

The canal {Marrow hoat)

The railway ( Train o engine)

The Motorway (Traffic. .. )

WOMEN OF THE DE WHILTON FAMILY
Depiction of the medieval women through whom the manor passed for centuries

SUGGESTION that the sign might heve 2 sides, with a different picture on each.

If you have other ideas, please let me know. The Parish Council would also like 1o hear from any of vou whs
would like to be invelved in the drawing/painting’ designing of the sign. Please contact any Parsh
Councillor or me on 843319 or by dropping a note through the doar of Langton House.

Anthea Hiscock
e PR Copaet
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FRANCES DRAKE

Frances died peacefully at home on July 5". She was bom in
Bradford and lived there until she went in 1839 as a student to
MNewnham College to gain her 2:1 degree in English. She stayed to
get a qualification from the London School of Economics which had
been evacuated to Cambridge because of the war. She then worked
in the North-West Midlands as a Factory Inspector.

In the late 1940s, following a terrible case of child abuse in Scotland,
the then government decided that every county and town borough
has to create a new department which would be responsible for child
care. Frances was appointed as the first person to be responsible
for the undertaking of this work in Northamptonshire.

Years later this department became the Social Services and
Frances was appointed as its first director.

Frances retired when the county and county borough
amalgamated and at this time Northamptonshire had been assessed
as on of the best in the whole British Isles.

She then worked in the village as Chairman of the Village Hall
Management Committee, arranging for the Yoga classes which ran
for many years and starting the Whilton Gardeners’ Association.

| have been a friend of Frances' for over fifty years so | will miss
her greatly. | think the village will miss her too.

Diana Scott




FRANCES DRAKE.

It was with considerable regret that | learnt of the death of Frances, a regret
that | am sure will be shared by many others. She was a remarkable woman
with a surprising range of talents not least of her characteristics was her
concern for women, children and those less fortunate than herself. She had
an enviable ability to engage with everyone she met.

| first met her when | came to the village in 1977. By that time she had
joined up with Diana Scott to renovate and live in Holly House attached to
which they developed an attractive garden. She was already deep in village
life, keen member of the Woman's Institute and Chairman of the Village Hall
Committee in which capacity she served for 22 years, introducing a wide
range of activities. It was a matter of considerable regret when the Wi
closed. Indeed even in her last year she instituted a Book Club and took part
in the preparation of the Whilton Parish Design Statement. One of her
notable achievements was masterminding the Whilton Village Appraisal,
essential reading for anyone interested in the village.

She was a graduate of Cambridge University and maintained contact with
her college for the rest of her life with a keen interest in women’s
emancipation. The greater part of her life was concermed with the
improvement of conditions for people less fortunate than herself, especially
children. She was Director of Social Services for Northamptonshire County
Council and she continued to aid disadvantaged people on a practical basis
in retirement.

She with her friend Diana, travelled widely including a visit to China as a
guest of the Chinese government before it was open to others and
compared the apparently contended and happy population with that of the
inhabitants of India which she visited the following year, many of whom lived
in squalor. She and Diana had many tales of their travels including being
the only ladies at an Italian operatic performances (men only affairs
apparently) and a flight home in a dilapidated Dakota.

She and Diana were keen and knowledgeable gardeners at Holly House but
in time it became too large to manage and they built a bungalow in part of
the garden where she lived until she died (at home as she wished). She
was also enjoyed practical skills such as carving, ceramics and carpentry.

She lived a full and productive life for which we should give thanks. Our
sympathy and support must now lie with her long term partner Diana.

Philip Waights







